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Violence at 
homeless center

Seattle wants to expand a development tax credit in hopes 
of generating new affordable housing in a city with little. 

Developer Tax Break or Boondoggle?

Your vendor buys this paper for 35¢ and keeps all 
the proceeds. Please purchase from badged vendors only.

Life up north ... way north. 
P. 7

John Fox questions if this isn’t just another giveaway that 
will produce nothing in return. ...see page 5.

A stabbing at a women’s shelter 
last week has clients and former 
clients of a YWCA program like 
Mona Joyner questioning just 
how safe they are off the streets 
and why stricter security isn’t in 
place….see page 5.

A rally plans to address how Regence BlueShield 
plunders its members. ...p.2
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regence BlueShield finds a hidden treasure in the pockets of 
those it claims to serve

Pirates of the Health Care-ibbean
By Joshua Welter and John 
Denooyer, Guest Writers

On Seafair weekend, there’s a new 
gang of pirates sailing the waters 
of the Puget Sound —- Captain 

BlueShield and the Regence BlueShield 
Gang, the wealthiest health insurance 
pirates in Washington State. 

Health insurer Regence BlueShield is 
flush in cash. They’ve amassed over $890 
million dollars in capital and excess 
surplus, according to the state Insur-
ance Commissioner, an increase of 78 
percent since 2003. Why do they need 
so much extra money? Regence says it 
needs enough funds in reserves to fight 
the Avian Flu pandemic, should it ever 
come. No kidding, that’s the reason 
they give. 

They’re certainly not using it to 
lower your health care costs.  In fact, this 
month, Regence is shocking individual 
policy holders with rate increases of up 
to 40 percent. The largest rate hikes will 
be borne by the elderly. To add insult 
to injury, the announcement of the rate 
increase came less than a month after 

insurance industry lobbyists convinced 
legislators in Olympia that it was unnec-
essary to restore public oversight over 
individual health insurance rates.  

This is piracy at its worst. Legislative 
inaction has allowed health insurance 
pirates to amass treasure chests of our 
premium dollars, while making the 
poor, sick, vulnerable -– and now even 
the middle class -- walk the plank. This 
extortion has a staggering impact on 
human lives. 

When Karen LaCasse of Ballard 
saw her premium increase $165 this 
month, she said, “I thought maybe 
they’re trying to give me a heart at-
tack so they won’t have to insure me 
any longer.”

“Many small businesses don’t offer 
any benefits at all.  I’m one of the lucky 
ones that can,” says Randy Joseph who 
owns a small CPA firm that has their 
coverage through Regence.  “But, when 
you’re hit with double-digit rate increas-
es, it’s tempting to scale back coverage 
or drop insurance entirely.” 

In fact, many Regence patients will 
inevitably come to the conclusion that 
they can no longer afford health insur-
ance, and join the ranks of the unin-
sured. People without coverage don’t 
just disappear. When they do get ill, they 
find themselves in an emergency room, 
the only place required by law to treat 
the uninsured. 

each year, Washington hospitals and 
other health care providers spend 
nearly $1 billion in uncompensated 
care for the uninsured. The cost for 
this care, of course is invariably 
shifted to the insured whose rates rise 
as a consequence. 

And, thus, the spiral continues.
Insurance companies maximize 

their profitability by cherry-picking the 
healthy and the wealthy, while excluding 
-- or pricing out of the market -- those 
who are older, sick, and most in need 

of care. The numbers of uninsured rise. 
We’re all left with the tab. It’s time to do 
something about it. 

On Aug. 4, you have an opportunity 
to take action to end insurance piracy 
at the “Pirates of the Health Care-ib-
bean” March on Regence, organized 
by Washington Community Action 
Network! (CAN!) -– the state’s largest 
grassroots social, economic and racial 
justice organization. Over 20 churches, 
labor unions, senior organizations, 
health provider groups, and commu-
nity organizations have endorsed the 
march, including the WA State Labor 
Council, the Lutheran Public Policy 
Office of WA, the Puget Sound Alli-
ance for Retired Americans, Para los 
Niños, Physicians for a National Health 
Program, and the Service Employees 
International Union. 

Join us at Seattle University as we 
march to Regence state headquarters in 
downtown Seattle to rally against insur-
ance piracy. We will raise our voices 
loud enough to be heard in Olympia and 
Washington, DC.  

We will send a message to lawmakers 
that it’s time for an end to health policies 
written by and for the drug and insurance 
companies. It’s time for bold solutions 
that guarantee quality, affordable health 
care for all residents. It’s time to put 
people before profits. 

We  w i l l  w a l k  t h e  p l a n k  n o 
longer.  Health care for all -- NOW!  n 

Joshua Welter is the Organizing Di-
rector of Washington CAN!, the state’s 
largest grassroots social, economic and 
racial justice organization.  John de-
nooyer is a member of Washington CAN! 
and a board member of Real Change. 

Last weekend, 
seven of us 
real chang-
ers drove to 
Portland for the 
North american 
Street Newspa-
per association 
conference.  I 
gave workshops 
in values-based 
vendor sup-

port and street newspaper fundraising and 
tried to be helpful.  Exciting new papers are 
developing in Vancouver, B.C. and Denver, 

Colo., so I spent some time helping each of 
those teams get off on the right foot.

Real Change is the gold standard of 
North American street papers, and by virtue 
of having started Boston’s Spare Change 
in 1992, I’ve become the “old man” of the 
movement.  This is brought to my aware-
ness each year as I look around the room 
and note that most folks are around 15 
years my junior and can easily drink me un-
der a table.  I don’t even try.  They start to 
party at nine, and I head back to my dorm 
room to read, write, and drink water, and at 
the end of the conference I’m still wiped 
out.  Go figure.  

One of the things I always say is “quality 
equals dignity.”  If one of the core values 
isn’t to create the best newspaper pos-
sible, they’ve not only undermined their 
vendors’ success, they’ve undermined their 
vendors’ dignity as well.  Vendors need 
a newspaper that people want to read. 
Anything less is a pity purchase, and half-a-
step from begging.  

People respond to quality, and our 
circulation is up 17 percent this year.  Your 
support has helped us get there.  You make 
all the difference.

Read daily posts by Tim Harris at www. 
apesmaslament.org

Pirates of the Health care-ibbean: 
A March for Universal Health Care takes 
place on Sat. Aug. 4 at 9 a.m. at Seattle 
University at 10th Ave. and Madison St. 
The march continues to Regence head-
quarters at Ninth Ave. and Howell St. 

For more information, visit www. 
washingtoncan.org  or call 206-389-

0050 x109.

When Karen LaCasse 
of Ballard saw her 
premium increase $165 
this month, she said, “I 
thought maybe they’re 
trying to give me a heart 
attack so they won’t 
have to insure me any 
longer.”
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 Change Agent Just Heard...

Elana Dix, the Community Organizer 
for SAGE, is excited about the future. 

SAGE—formally known as the Seattle 
Alliance for Good Jobs and Housing for 
Everyone—recently moved into a spacious 
office in the International District and plans 
to double its staff to four employees by the 
end of the year. The organization works 
to make local growth and development 
accountable to low-wage workers by ad-
vocating for living wage jobs and a better 
quality of life.

“We’re in the midst of a lot growth for the 
organization,” Dix says. “It really increases 
our capacity and the amount and depth 
of projects we can take on.” Last year, the 
organization fought for rules that require 
developers to contribute to a fund for af-
fordable housing in exchange for the city 
allowing taller and more dense buildings 
downtown.

SAGE is currently working with the 
Dearborn St. Coalition for a Livable 
Neighborhood to ensure a neighborhood-
friendly development takes place for 
the retail center proposed on the site of 
Goodwill Industries on Dearborn St. and 
Rainier Ave. S. The groups aim to negoti-
ate a community benefits agreement with 
the developer. The developer would enter 
into the agreement to provide community 
benefits in exchange for the coalition’s sup-
port of the project as it goes through the 
permitting process, according to Dix.

“It gives folks a voice to negotiate,” 
Dix says. “If you’re going to come in and 
make a profit and cause us traffic and pol-
lution and affect the level of wages and 

affordability of housing in this area, we 
want to benefit, too.” Dix says the overall 
goal is to change the way development 
is done in this area.

“People of all income levels should 

benefit from this prosperity and growth, 
and that is definitely not the case right 
now,” Dix says. “We all deserve a voice 
in shaping the urban landscape.”

—Text and Photo by Joel Turner

ACLU loses poll tax case 

For some indigent ex-felons,  a 
recent court ruling means the 

legislature will probably restore their 
voting rights by amending state laws 
before they are able to be paying off 
their legal debts. 

On July 26, the Washington State 
Supreme Court upheld a state law 
that requires convicted felons to pay 
off all of their court fees and fines be-
fore they may regain the right to vote. 
Representing the plaintiffs, who are 
convicted felons struggling to pay off 
their legally incurred debts, the ACLU 
of Washington argued the law was a 
modern form of a poll tax. 

But in a 6 to 3 decision the court 
ruled the state legislature did not vio-
late the state or federal constitution 
when it enacted the law.

Despite losing the case, ACLU of 
Washington spokesperson Doug Ho-
nig says the issue is not going away. 
He says the felon’s poll tax issue has 
gained increased public awareness as 
well as support from state officials 
including Gov. Christine Gregoire. 

“We are disappointed in the court 
ruling because it ignores the fact that 
if you don’t have much money, the law 
affects you differently,” says Honig. 
“It’s not fair,” Honig says. 

The ACLU also urged the legislature to 
make the changes before the 2008 election.

“Our current system for restoring 
voting rights is so complicated and 
confusing that even elections officials 
are often unsure who is eligible to 
vote,” says Kathleen Taylor, executive 
director of the local chapter of the 
ACLU. “The Legislature needs to fix 

this broken system before the 2008 
presidential election.” 

The ACLU filed the lawsuit in Oc-
tober 2004. Their argument contended 
that forcing ex-felons to pay off their 
fines before they can vote, as required in 
the Washington Sentencing Reform Act 
of 1981, violates both the 14th Amend-
ment of the U.S. Constitution and the 
Washington State Constitution. 

In 2002, the Washington Depart-
ment of Corrections (DOC) estimated 
there were 46,500 Washingtonians 
who were prohibited from voting 
based solely on outstanding financial 
obligations, according to the ACLU 
lawsuit. The DOC claims there were 
over 25,000 felony sentences made by 
Washington’s Superior Courts in 2001. 
Twenty-two percent of these felony 
sentences were for violent crimes, 34 
percent were for drugs and the other 
44 percent were for property crimes. 

While the legal disagreement has 
been settled by the court decision, 
there is one thing everybody agrees 
on now. Both ACLU leaders and state 
officials agree it’s now up to state leg-
islators to make changes.

“Now it’s about getting state legisla-
ture to step up to the plate and fix the 
problem,” says Honig.

“Our state legislature has deter-
mined felons should complete all the 
terms of their sentences before win-
ning back the right to vote,” says Reed. 
“It is the Legislature’s place – not the 
courts – to decide whether or not to 
change state law.”

—J. Jacob Edel

Up to grow good
Ecology, this weekend on Vashon Island, 
gets personal. The fledgling Social Ecol-
ogy Education & Demonstration School 
(SEEDS) runs its first weekend-long, 
interdisciplinary set of workshops and 
discussions from Aug. 3 to Aug. 5.

Social ecology, explains Bob Spivey, who 
planted SEEDS in Vashon Island, is root-
ing in praxis — following a radical social 
and environmental critique with action.

Most of the workshops will be practical, 
including soil reclamation techniques and 
community art. Lectures include institu-
tional racism, nonviolence, global warming, 
and social ecology which, says Spivey, 
combines elements of environmentalism, 
anarchism, Marxism, and feminism within 
a democratic framework. There is a sug-
gested donation of $5.

—Chris Miller

More info: www.socialecologyvashon.org

Impeachy keen
On July 31, Rep. Jay Inslee (D-Bainbridge 
Island) introduced a resolution in the 
House of Representatives calling for 
the Judiciary Committee to investigate 
whether Attorney General Alberto Gonza-
les should be impeached. Inslee and five 
co-sponsors want the committee to look 
into whether Gonzales lied to Congress 
in testimony about secret government 
wiretapping and about the firing of nine 
U.S. attorneys, including John McKay, the 
former US Attorney for Western Washing-
ton. “Our resolution follows the careful 
procedure of conducting a thorough inves-
tigation before the House would decide 
on articles of impeachment — a fairness 
the attorney general did not afford to 
his fired U.S. attorneys,” Inslee told the 
Seattle Times. Republicans trashed the 
resolution as politically-motivated.

—Philip Dawdy

The good, the ban, the ugly
Thanks to the King County Board of Health, 
Seattle is saying good-bye to trans fats. 
Seattle restaurants will no longer be 
allowed to use trans fats beginning  in 
2009. Trans fats exist basically to save 
a buck—-adding hydrogen to plant oils 
through hydrogenation increases shelf-life 
and is said to augment flavor. 

The ban will also apply to soup kitchens 
and vocational training programs which 
charge a pittance for their meals and are, 
strictly speaking, restaurants. For quite a 
few, the ban’s financial consequences will 
be fairly minimal. Matt Gurney of Seattle’s 
FareStart, an organization that provides 
culinary training for Seattle’s homeless, 
said in email, “We use very few trans 
fats to begin with.” Of the in-kind dona-
tions FareStart receives, Gurney added: 
“[Restaurants] that donate processed 
food or baked items will, by the nature of 
their businesses, also be following the 
guidelines of the ban.” 

But this raises the question of the treat-
ment of in-kind donations from outside 
of King County. Sharon Thomas-Hearns, 
of Seattle’s Union Gospel Mission, says, 
“[The ban] could certainly be a hardship 
for us.  It would take staff time to deter-
mine which donated foods did not contain 
trans fat.” She adds that not all donated 
food is labeled, citing homemade and 
baked goods as examples. 

The impact in dollar amounts and the 
extent to which soup kitchens and other 
meal services will be punished remains to 
be seen—- what’s clear is that an absolute 
ban on trans fats could do more than just 
combat the so-called obesity epidemic. 

—JP Gritton

In 2002, the Washington 
Department of 
Corrections (DOC) 
estimated there were 
46,500 Washingtonians 
who were prohibited 
from voting based solely 
on outstanding financial 
obligations, according to 
the ACLU lawsuit. 
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Genny Nelson, co-author of Voices from the Street.  File photo.

real-world experiences in Portland

Are we truly serving the homeless? 
By JEssiCA P. MOrrEll and 
GENNy NElsON, street News 
service

Our customers have said that a 
no-cost way to hugely improve 
the services they receive is just 

to treat them with dignity and respect. 
They acknowledge that social service 
line workers get the lowest pay in the 
agency, and that line workers don’t make 
the policies that decide how customers 
are treated. They also notice that policies 
aren’t often reevaluated to make sure 
they still serve their purpose and are 
working equally for everyone.

If we don’t go to the root of the prob-
lem and make a political decision in this 
country to adequately address the need, 
we’ll hear these stories over and over—
how people have jumped the hoops but 
were still homeless because enough low-
income housing just doesn’t exist.

We frequently heard narrators were 
being forced to wait in lines for meals and 
services, and that shelter stays weren’t 
long enough. Rarely were our narrators 
able to end their homelessness in a week, 
three months, or even in six months as 
mandated by various programs. Others 
complained that missions used a lottery 
system to select people because they had 
more people than beds available.

Jason: “Over at the mission they have 
a lotto because they have closed their 
overflow to where you cannot get a mat 
or something like that on the floor. They 
only have a limited amount of beds—i 
believe it is forty or something like 
that—so it is first come, first served. if 
they do not draw your number, you do 
not get a bed, so you are out on the street. 

if you have sixty or seventy people try-
ing to bid for these beds, it is almost a 
lost cause—kind of discouraging.”

Jason broached another topic that 
we’d heard before: often people are so 
desperate for shelter that they’ll use a 
pretense or fake symptoms to be admit-
ted to a program or shelter.

Jason: “i have been to everybody pretty 
much, even went to a mental health unit 
and tried to lay a line on them just to 
try to get a bed.”

Robbie explained that he had not 
worked for about fifteen years because 
of problems with diabetes, permanent 
injuries from a car accident, and three 
surgeries. He receives disability benefits, 
which amount to four hundred ninety 
dollars per month. Out of his check he 
sends his daughter and son about half of 
his income. He had been staying at a mis-
sion each night because he could not find 
affordable housing. He disagreed with the 
missions’ policies of not allowing people 
in until late in the evening, then asking 
them to leave early in the morning.

robbie: “if you love me and care about me, 
then why do you let me stand out here in 
this rain? you know i ain’t got nowhere 
else to go. Does that make sense?”

We were amazed at the length of time 
people spent on waiting lists for services, 
medical attention, and housing. Some of 
our narrators had been trying to gain Social 
Security or disability benefits for two or 
three years and longer. Consequently, they 
felt frustrated, disillusioned, and “bounced 
around,” and sometimes gave up.

Rodney had applied for SSI and also 
for General Assistance benefits, which 
are meant to cover basic needs until the 

SSI benefits come through. His inter-
viewer asked him about this process.

Rodney: “That is what I am working 
for now, the GA. I will know within the 
end of the month, because they sent the 
paper back one time before and said, 
‘Oh, we ain’t got enough information.’ 
I said, ‘Well, you got all the information 
I know, I can’t give you anymore that I 
don’t know.’ And so she sent it back and 
I have not had an answer back, but it 
will be coming. I just got a feeling it will 
be coming.”

We heard about some counselors and 
caseworkers that were allies and took 
their roles seriously. A man described 
his counselor as “persistent,” and 
another mentioned his caseworkers’ 
tenaciousness in getting him needed 
services. Yet another narrator described 
how weekly meetings with his counselor 
made all the difference in his recovery. 
It was clear that the attitude of staff in 
the various public and private organi-
zations made a huge difference in how 

a homeless person felt about utilizing 
their services.

Brianna described how a worker served 
her coffee, and how that small gesture 
spoke volumes about the policies there.

Brianna: “I am going, ‘Wow!’ They have a 
place where you can just sit, if you want 
to just sit for a couple of hours. That is 
really important to people that are on the 
street, not being chased off or harassed.”

It is obvious to see how these sorts 
of relationships can help bridge the gap 
between hope and despair.  n

reprinted excerpt from Voices from the 
Street: Truths About Homelessness from 
Sisters of The Road. sisters of The road 
is located in Portland, Ore. 

© street News service: www.street-
papers.org
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Mayor proposes expanding housing tax break to upper incomes

Tax break to create housing?
By CyDNEy Gillis,  
staff reporter

The days of a barista or hotel worker 
being able to rent a studio for $500 
or $600 a month are quickly fading 

in Seattle. But Mayor Greg Nickels says 
he has a plan.

He wants to raise the lid on a tax 
break to developers so more of them 
will set aside “affordable” units in 
new buildings – raising the limit of 
what can be charged for a studio in 
an approved project from today’s cap 
of $954 to $1,090.

That’s the gist of proposed legislation 
the mayor sent to the City Council last 
week to expand Seattle’s Multifamily 
Tax Exemption, or MFTE, which some 
housing activists have long criticized as 
a giveaway to developers.

In a statement released July 25, 
Nickels said the change is necessary 
to accommodate professionals such as 
nurses and firefighters who increasingly 
find themselves squeezed out of the city 
as well. But John Fox of the Seattle Dis-
placement Coalition calls the proposal a 
boondoggle that will only encourage new 
development and higher prices.

“It increases the pressures for de-
velopment in areas where there are 

concentrations of truly affordable [older] 
housing,” says Fox. That, he says, only 
“accelerates the loss of these lower den-
sity structures.”

Originally passed in 1994, the MFTE 
currently allows apartment developers 
and condo buyers to pay no property tax 
on new construction if a certain percent-
age of the units in a building are afford-
able and located in one of 17 urban hubs 
from Columbia City to Northgate.

At the program’s top income tier, 
the tax is currently waived up to 10 
years if a developer makes 30 percent 
of his or her new units affordable to 
individuals earning 70 percent of the 
area’s median income, or $38,150 a 
year. In that range, the city considers 
a studio of $954 affordable – that is, 

it costs no more than a third of the 
person’s income.

The mayor’s proposal, which the 
City Council will consider over the next 
few months, would waive the tax for 12 
years, expand the program to all urban 
hubs in the city, and raise the income 
caps. Developers would get the exemp-
tion if they made at least 20 percent of 
their units affordable to people earning 
80 to 100 percent of median income, or 
$49,000 for individuals and $62,300 for 
a two-person household. 

Higher-income condo buyers would 
also benefit: Today’s MFTE excuses two-
person households making up to $49,840 
a year from having to pay the residential 
property tax to the state. Under the 
mayor’s proposal, the income cap would 
increase to $74,760 – or 120 percent of 
the area’s median income.

Fox says tax breaks for the higher-in-
come categories are not warranted. Cit-
ing the latest King County Benchmarks 
report, which tracks trends in various 
economic sectors, Fox says the Seattle-
ites most in need of affordable housing 
are those making less than 40 percent of 
median income, or roughly $25,000.

In that category, the county’s report 
says, there are 68,460 more households 
renting than there are units they can af-
ford. With that kind of deficit, Fox says, 
it’s absurd for the mayor to expand a tax 
break for higher-income developments.

“What is the mayor doing wasting 
our time, our city resources, giving 
more subsidies to promote housing in 
this higher-income category when a 

Stabbing at women’s shelter raises safety issues for clients, staff

Unsafe off the streets
By rOsETTE rOyAlE,  
staff reporter

On July 26, a client at Angeline’s, a 
YWCA program that serves as a 

service center for homeless women, 
was folding her clothes in the laundry 
room, when she heard someone hol-
ler, “She’s stabbing, she’s stabbing.” 
Positioning herself close to a nearby 
open window inside the facility, the 
client saw three women grappling 
on the floor: a staff member and two 
other clients, one trying to stop the 
other who was wielding a five-inch-
long knife. 

“It was going up and down, up and 
down, at least five or six times,” says 
the client, who requested anonymity 
out of concern for her own safety. “And 
it was big.”

Within seconds, the woman bran-
dishing the knife was subdued by the 
second client on the floor, but not be-
fore the staff member had been report-
edly stabbed six times in the back. 

“To me,” says the client,  “it was like 
a sinister movie.”

The staff member, a part-time em-
ployee, was treated at a local hospital 
for non life-threatening injuries and 
released within two-and-a-half hours. 
Her identity is being withheld. So, too, 
is that of the alleged perpetrator, whom 
Angeline’s staff have said has a mental 
illness. She remains in custody. 

The client says that the image of a 
clenched knife rising and falling plays 
over and over in her mind. The incident 
has unsettled her and led to a confes-
sion: sometimes, at Angeline’s, she 
doesn’t feel safe.

Yet providing safety for women who 
are homeless, or perhaps fleeing abu-
sive domestic partners, is Angeline’s 
goal. Currently located on Second 
Ave., near the corner of Lenora St., 
the service center celebrated its 20th 
anniversary this past winter. This year, 
1,750 clients have been offered shelter, 
meals, laundry and shower facilities, 
references to other shelters, or even a 
place to sit and just be. 

Liz Mills, director of YWCA/Op-
portunity Place (which is located two 

doors south of Angeline’s), says keeping 
Angeline’s a safe haven is paramount. 
“I have no doubt that this incident did 
shake up clients,” says Mills. “We try 
to position staff within the facility and 
maintain the safest environment we 
can.”

Still, she admits that, given that as 
many as 200 women come through the 
doors daily, each possessing varying 
levels of coping skills, there are some 
days when conflicts do arise. “There are 
definitely times where you hear yelling, 
you hear people accuse others of do-
ing things,” she says. “We have a huge 
variety of women, as well as situations, 
that can occur.”

Mona Joyner, a former client at 
Angeline’s, finds that since the stab-
bing her concerns about safety have 
increased. Even though Joyner was 
a client there until three months ago, 
she still returns on a daily basis, she 
says, as a way to beat back the loneli-
ness that can settle around her nearby 
apartment in Opportunity Place. As 
part of her regular routine, Joyner says 
she stopped by Angeline’s shortly after 

ANGELINE’S, Continued on Page 10 

Originally passed in 
1994, the Multifamily 
Tax Exemption 
currently allows 
apartment developers 
and condo buyers to 
pay no property tax on 
new construction if a 
certain percentage of the 
units in a building are 
affordable and located 
in one of 17 urban hubs 
from Columbia City to 
Northgate.

tidal wave is breaking over the heads 
of [lower-income] households in the 
region?” Fox asks. “It’s disgusting.”

Rick Hooper, policy director at Seat-
tle’s Office of Housing, disagrees, pointing 
out that the MFTE is a way to encourage 
development of workforce-priced housing 
that the city cannot fund directly. State 
law, he says, limits city funding or loans 
to housing projects that serve people at or 
below 80 percent of median income. 

The problem, Hooper says, is that 
developers aren’t using the MFTE 

program right now because it doesn’t 
pencil out for them. “We’ve had to 
recalibrate and come up with income 
levels where the program is going to 
work,” he says. 

“There’s no question there’s a need 
for housing at 50 percent of median and 
below,” Hooper says. But, “We have a 
number of city programs that have that 
income scale as their focus.”  n

John Fox of the Seattle Displacement Coalition has one word for Mayor Nickels’ 
proposal to raise the cap on tax breaks for developers to plan to set aside units in 
new buildings that are affordable: “Boondoggle.” City Council will be considering 
the mayor’s proposal over the next few months.  Photo by David Bloom
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Speak out against

We’ve got your back.

City of Seattle  Greg Nickels, Mayor

Discrimination

Since a divorce 10 years ago, William Prosolow has worked as a ranch-hand in 
Utah and on pig farms in Kentucky, has rambled from the American northeast 

to the American southwest, and most places in between. These aren’t lyrics to a 
Woodie Guthrie song, they’re the life of this week’s vendor of the week. 

“It’s not that I take it easy, I just enjoy my independence,” says Prosolow. In fact, work-
ing as a contractor 10 years ago, William says  he was tougher than most bosses he knows. 
William has made a conscious choice about his lifestyle — one he’s glad to have made. 

“Once that travel bug gets into you, there’s no getting it out,” he says.
In addition to being a prolific traveler, Prosolow happens to make some pretty 

good sales at the Ballard post office. 
“real Change keeps my head above water,” says Prosolow, whose sales are his 

only source of income. But real Change has also made him a pretty popular guy.
“I’ve probably said “Hi” to everybody in Ballard about 15 times each,” he says 

with a laugh. 
Prosolow wants to tell his regular customers (as well as those that just happen 

to ramble his way) that he “really [appreciates] the flow.”
—JP Gritton

Who’s the special person who offers you Real Change? 
Nominate them for Vendor of the Week:  

editor@realchangenews.org

Vendor of the Week
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The Boss’s Truck

Driving a battered sky-blue
mid-sixties pick-up
a half-ton
with a full ton
in back: old tile
marble & granite scraps
gnarled chicken wire
rotten wood
piled in tortured plastic cans with missing handles
wedged in black contractor bags
splitting at the seams with soggy drywall
stacked precariously with the tailgate down
to help hide the plates
and a two-year lapse
in up-to-date tabs
with no papers in the glove box
to the contrary

I avoid main arterials
sudden stops
sudden accelerations
sudden anything
Nobody tailgates
no matter how slow i go
they keep their distance

I can barely see their
cautionary regard
bourgeois outrage
or that gesture they are making

—larry Crist
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By showing walruses and polar bears in the Arctic regions, a filmmaker gets viewers 
to see the world as a whole

Up on the ice floes
interview by lester Gray, 
Contributing Writer

In the tradition of March of the Pen-
guins, but with a bit more edge and 
purpose comes Arctic Tale. The proj-

ect, directed by the husband and wife 
team of Adam Ravetch and Sarah Robert-
son, grew out of a natural curiosity about 
life in a region little studied, the Earth’s 
polar regions — coincidentally regarded 
as a barometer for climate change. In 
other words, if the proverbial tree falls in 
the polar forest, we’ll feel the reverbera-
tions whether we’re there or not.

A sour irony surrounding this situa-
tion involves the increasing reluctance of 
those who study nature to do so under 
a microscope. Unless you’ve noted a 
species’ behavior, you surely can’t ob-
serve any change. Given the inclement 
conditions and the glacial pace (no pun 
intended) at which the local species go 
about their business, research here is not 
the best investment for those in the aca-
demic rat race. Perhaps that’s why it was 
photographers who made the discoveries 
shown in Arctic Tale.

Adam Ravetch, in Seattle to promote 
his film, spoke to real Change about the 
film’s evolution.

How did you get started on this project?
I was a young, ambitious cinematog-

rapher looking for a region and a place 

I could really sink my teeth into and 
document animals who were unknown. 
That took me all over the world. [In] the 
arctic there were all these animals, and 
very little documentation.

Why walruses?
Walrus because 

an Inuit, a local guy 
up in Canada, told 
me that walruses 
can hold you against 
your will ,  knock 
your head off with 
a smack of its tusks, 
and suck your brains 
out. It was this mon-
strous sort of story, 
which was terrify-
ing and should have 
deterred me, but I 
was so surprised to 
find out there was 
still a large animal 
left on this planet 
that we didn’t know 
very much about. 
There were abso-
lutely no details of 
the animal’s life. And 
so I sort of focused 
on that animal be-
cause of that one trip 
to the Arctic and this 
one story about that 
monster.

do we get most or a lot of our infor-
mation about animals like walruses 
through film?

In this case, nothing was known 
about this animal. There were some 
studies done in the early 60s and 70s, 
but really nothing was that known, so 
we went out with the Inuit hunters, and 
this is when we came across the mother 
walruses. And the hunters at that time 
actually hunted the babies. In the old 
days that was a delicacy for the old guys, 
the elders who liked walrus. They were 
nomadic people that lived on the land 
so that was something they enjoyed. So 
when we went out with them, they hunt-
ed a baby walrus, we saw this mother 
latch onto the baby when they harpooned 
it, and she wouldn’t let go. And she was 
actually holding the baby up in the air for 
it to breathe. It was incredibly emotional 
to see this intense devotion, this mother 
who would not leave the side of this baby, 
[and] tried to save him. And so what we 
knew then, if we could somehow film 
that in a more natural way, that we had 
a hook. We had a very human-like sort 
of behavior.

Who was underwrit-
ing the filming for 
that?

In those days, no 
one. Sarah and I just 
took a little bit of 
money out of our own 
pocket. We were sort 
of struggling, Sarah 
was doing some free-
lance writing and I 
was doing freelance 

cinematography for other shows. And, 
then, three weeks out of the year, we’d 
go up and start filming the Arctic hoping 
to come back, show people our footage, 
and get some interest. That went on for 
about three or four years. But during that 
time we found out where baby walruses 
were born. I went with an Inuit guy. We 
went ice breaking. We found an hours 
old baby with their umbilical cord still at-
tached and that’s when we saw the auntie 
for the very first time — a sibling of the 
mother helping to take care of the baby. 

And it was so unusual that there were 
these roles in the walrus herd, sort of an 
individual role, you know, almost like a 
human would have a role in a society. 
And we soon came to find out that walrus 
herds are very much like that. They’re a 
group. They depend on one another. And 
then we came back with that footage. 
And that’s when we sort of got hooked 
into National Geographic.

So when did you decide to bring in the 
polar bears?

Polar bears were sort of always on 
our mind. We were on a chunk of ice 
with all our camera gear, and there was 
about 30 walruses floating in towards 
our ice. We were excited ’cause we 
were going to get some images of the 
walruses and then all of a sudden the 
bear showed up out of nowhere. I’d never 
experienced polar bears before. In order 
to get to the walruses, the bear had to 
go through our chunk of ice. Like most 
people we were sort of scared, thinking, 
“Oh, bears will just eat you.” And we all 
started flailing our arms to scare away 
the bear. We scared away the bear and 
then all the walruses too. We ruined a 
perfectly amazing situation where we 
would have had maybe a bear hunting a 
herd of walrus. And the science of that 
time was saying that bears and walrus 
don’t come together unless they’re an 
injured walrus, or unless the bear was 
really desperate.

So you have parallel stories going?
We recognized that was a nice 

parallel story. With walruses, because 
I think because there’s so much infor-
mation to be passed down from the 
mother to the calf they keep them for 
three years — in a communal way, with 
help, with the auntie, with the help of 
the herd. Then we saw that the polar 
bear was a single mom — a solitary 
individual. But she also had a mater-
nal investment of three years with her 
cubs. Sort of teach them everything 

An Inuit, a local guy up 
in Canada, told me that 
walruses can hold you 
against your will, knock 
your head off with a 
smack of its tusks, and 
suck your brains out. ... 
So I sort of focused on 
that animal because of 
that one trip to the arctic 
and this one story about 
that monster.

It was so unusual that 
there were these roles 
in the walrus herd, sort 
of an individual role, 
you know, almost like 
a human would have a 
role in a society. And 
we soon came to find 
out that walrus herds 
are very much like that. 
They’re a group. They 
depend on one another.

Filmmaker Adam Ravetch traveled to the Arctic several time over several years with his cinematogra-
pher wife Sarah Roberton, hoping to drum up investor interest in the stories they found there. By con-
centrating on polar bears and walruses, the two found funding. The result is the new film, Arctic Tale.   
Photo courtesy of Artcic Bear Productions

ARCTIC, Continued on Page 11 
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WORTH SEEING
reviews by lEsTEr GrAy, Contributing Writer

It’s gettin’ hot in here
n Heat: How to Stop the Planet 
from Burning
By George Monbiot, south End Press, 
277 pages, $22.

review by Bonnie Olson, 
Contributing Writer

HEAT is a labor of love, a technically 
dense analysis that is simultaneously 

courageous, hopeful and uncompromis-
ingly honest. George Monbiot takes on 
our most paralyzing challenge and shows 
us that we can handle it.  As the author 
describes it, HEAT is both a manifesto 
and a thought experiment. He makes a 
compelling case that we must ratchet up 
our expectations and make the required 
changes.  Now. 

George Monbiot has been lauded 
as an influential, radical thinker.  His 
weekly column for the Guardian is 
syndicated in 13 countries, and he has 
published best-selling books The Age of 
Consent and Captive state, and several 
investigative travel journals.  He received 
the United Nations Global 500 Award for 
outstanding environmental achievement 
in 1995.  This newest book shows his 
scientific sophistication, his wit, and 
common sense, which make this book a 
compelling treatise that brings readers 
to a new level of thinking about what is 
possible and necessary. 

While many scientists pore over 
options that funders keep within 
so-called politically practical ranges 
-- widely acknowledged as inadequate 
-- Monbiot tackles the issues head-
on.  His starting point: it will take a 90 
percent reduction in carbon emis-
sions by 2030 to change the trajectory 
of global warming.  Monbiot uses his 
own country, England, as an example 
and goes about figuring out how Eng-
land could achieve this goal. 

Monbiot points out that what we 
do now in the name of environmental 
awareness is public relations, designed 
to make us feel better without calling 
for any real sacrifice -- or making any 
difference.  He focuses on the obvious 
point, that we need governmental action 
and global applications to stop global 
warming.  He compares current schemes 
of buying and trading excess emissions 
to paying for absolution of sins in the 
Middle Ages and proposes instead an 
effective and equitable method: caps on 
emissions based per capita and applied 
equally to all countries.  

In a detailed analysis, Monbiot fol-
lows the trails of possible methods to 

reduce carbon emissions and energy 
consumption.  He is equally skeptical 
of sources and investigates each claim 
and projection, tracking down num-
bers, source documents, and checking 
the science.  He teaches the reader to 
be wary about the speculative claims 
made by people with a commercial 
interest, the lofty projections by ad-
vocates and environmental groups, 
and to be especially suspect of claims 

by government entities charged with 
giving the appearance that they have 
adequate responses to global warm-
ing issues. 

Monbiot doggedly tackles the big-
gest sectors and recommends a mix of 
solutions to achieve his scenario.  His 
conclusions and recommendations are 

believable because he takes on the task 
as if he himself was responsible for find-
ing the answers.  How different it would 
be if our government policies had this 
stance.  HEAT  is a book that can educate 
you about systemic solutions for chang-
ing our oil guzzling lives, eradicate our 
current paralysis, and most importantly, 
fire up the advocacy demands we need 
to be mobilizing around.  I can think of 

George Monbiot teaches 
the reader to be wary 
about the speculative 
claims made by people 
with a commercial 
interest, the lofty 
projections by advocates 
and environmental 
groups, and to be 
especially suspect of 
claims by government 
entities charged with 
giving the appearance 
that they have adequate 
responses to global 
warming issues. 

no better way to close this review than 
with Monbiot’s own summation: 

“What I hope I have demonstrated is 
that it is possible to save the biosphere.  If 
it is possible, it is hard to think of a reason 
why it should not be attempted.  It is true 
that this effort will disrupt our lives.  But 
it will cause less disruption than the alter-
native, which is to allow manmade global 
warming to proceed unhindered.” n

Your book purchases can benefit Real Change. For more infor-
mation, go to www.realchangenews.org, click on the Powell’s 
button, and browse the books recently featured in our pages.

n  flanders
By Bruno Dumont

Bruno Dumont’s Flanders is stark, 
bleak, and unadorned. It strips the 

characters—dressed in clothes, only 
slightly more stylish than gunny sacks 
— of decorum and, for the most part, 
purpose. There are few obvious indica-
tors of era, except for the presence of a 
combine, helicopter, and car. Taciturn, 
their intents and motivations muted, 
bestiality and violence emerge as their 
most salient characteristics.   

When André (Samuel Boidin) re-
ceives his draft notice, to which he 
appears indifferent, Barbe (Adelaïde Le-
roux), his female friend and neighbor, in-
vites him to the bushes for sex. He takes 
her up on the offer with the enthusiasm 
of receiving a cup of coffee. And indeed 
the act, to which we are privy of every 
second, evokes no more emotion from 
either participant than that of relieving 
oneself at the toilet.

However, there is more to this 
tumble in the hay than meets the eye, at 
least for Barbe. At the local pub, when 
André is asked whether they are a cou-
ple, he answers no. In response, Barbe 
picks up a guy in the bar and goes home 
with him. She is soon informed by a girl 
friend, that she has been labeled as a 
slut, a rare concession in the film to 
social code — a priori chauvinism. 

The other lads of the village also 
receive their “letters,” including 
the man by whom André has been 
cuckolded. Reporting for duty, they 
load into a truck, and head for an 
unnamed war, the landscape and 
inhabitants of which, would indicate 
northern Africa.

Entering into house-to-house war-
fare, so common to contemporary con-
flicts, they initially find themselves in 
combat with child snipers, whom they 
kill. In their search of mostly deserted 
dwellings, they discover a woman. They 

quickly and tacitly agree to rape her, 
with the abstaining member subjected 
to questions about his manhood. This 
violation is avenged summarily by a 
brutal castration.

André, the sole member of the 
squadron (seven or eight soldiers) to 
return home, meets questions and re-
quests for details of his war encounters, 
his reluctance serving as the first overt 
acknowledgement of male conscience 
in the film. 

Dumont’s vision is blunt. The fields 
are muddy, at the edge of which, 
copulation occurs in manner barely 
distinguishable from farm animals. 
The players are metaphorically mired 
at the edge of this muck, failing to 
have advanced past the sensibilities 
common to those who preceded them 
on this very land a millennium prior. 
Flanders value lies in its economy of 
images and dialogue.

This is not a work graded by a 
number of stars, or the directions of 
someone’s thumb. The film is an ac-
complished and legitimate piece of art, 
worthy of your attention, for what it 
says, and how it says it.  n

Plays Aug. 3-9 at the Northwest Film 
Forum
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Adventures
in Irony

©Dr. Wes Browning

Compiled from incident reports of 
the Seattle Police Department by Emma 
Quinn. Got your own experience to 
relate? Call us at (206)441-3247 ext. 
207 and we’ll get the scoop.

Real-life answers to your legal hassles

Sound off and read more: 
drwesb.blogspot.com

Answers are intended for general in-
formation only and are not intended 
to take the place of the advice of 
your own attorney. Ask a Lawyer 
is in partnership with the Access to 
Justice Institute at Seattle University 
and Foster Pepper PLLC. Got ques-
tions? E-mail atji@seattleu.edu.

©Dr. Wes: Beer and 
meaninglessness

As of this issue, it’s 12 years to the 
minute since our fi rst column ever. 
Time’s passing -- incidentally gen-

erating even numbers of random mea-
sures -- is so meaningless, I am moved 
to wax upon the meaningless.

Meaning is important. It’s the raft we 
fl oat on. A precious thing we make. But 
the meaningless is important, also. The 
meaningless is the ocean that fl oats our 
raft of meaning.

Because there is so much meaning-
less, we seek to put it to use. It’s what 
drives people to fi nd an engine that runs 
on air. You want to be surrounded by 
treasure without having to dig any up.

Last week, we went to the 2007 
North American Street Newspaper 
Association (NASNA) conference. We 
means two vendors, an intern, a direc-
tor, a consultant, a reporter, Anitra 
“ID-Free” Freeman, and I. Some of us 
were graciously driven to Portland by 
staff reporter Cydney Gillis. Anitra and 
I took turns loudly pronouncing Wash-
ington State town names as if they were 
bird cries, like this: “PuuuuuuyALLup!” 
“EENumCLAW!” “Walla WALLa!” Totally 
meaningless fun!

Advice: wait until you’re halfway to 
be so annoying. You want to set up what I 
call a moral dilemma. Don’t let the driver 
think, “I can kick them out here. It would 
only take them a fortnight to walk back. 
I would feel only slight guilt.”

So there I was, at the NASNA confer-
ence in Portland, with my sweetheart, 
BBQ chips, old friends, new friends, 
and…no beer!

Paul Boden, of the Western Regional 
Advocacy Project, was there also, physi-
cally, and existentially. No beer! “Let’s go 
get beer!” “Where?” We asked natives. 
They said, “Go that way, turn left, go 
that far, there’s a store.” Paul, Anitra, 
and I set off.

We get to the store, which is a Tartan 
Pantry, a Plaid Cupboard, or something. 
We pick out the beer. Paul steps up to 
buy his. He’s carded.

Let’s clarify this picture. Paul is 

younger than I am, but has a kind of 
flinty look to him, reminiscent of Da-
vid Carradine in Kill Bill, or Richard 
Widmark post-50-years-of-age. He ain’t 
no spring chicken. I’m beside Paul 
while he shows his ID, laughing. I lied 
and said, “Ha, ha, you’re older than I 
am!” I look like Willie Nelson who’s 
put on weight.

So then it was my turn. There was a 
funky beer on the counter. I said, “Hey! 
This isn’t one of mine!” Anitra claimed 
it, but said I had to buy it. So I said, 
“RIGHT. I love you, too.” I showed the 
nice cashier my ID.

The next day I remembered where 
I’d seen that cashier before. He was be-
hind the counter in the cantina at Mos 
Eisley. The “no droids allowed in here” 
bartender, star Wars iV.

He looked at my ID as though I 
weren’t 58-years-old and it mattered that 
it might be fake. He handed it back. I took 
out money and he said, “Not so fast, I 
have to see hers,” pointing to Anitra, who 
is a whole 8 days younger than am I.

“Ha, ha, whip out your ID, baby face,” 
I said to her. But she didn’t have her ID 
with her!

So the cashier/Mos Eisley bartender 
took her beer away. I said, “OK then, how 
much for MY beer here.” And he took 
THAT away, too! HEY! NOT FUNNY!

“No, no, no, no, NOOOO,” I said, “MY 
beer! You can sell me MY beer! I have ID! 
Anitra won’t drink MY beer.”

But the guy says, “I’m not selling 
you anything.”

As we walked away to fi nd a super-
market, we discussed what the deal 
with the convenience store guy was. 
Paul pointed to the badges we were all 
wearing, that showed the words North 
American Street Newspaper Assn., proof 
that we belonged to an organization that 
cares about the homeless.

Maybe the cashier created a meaning 
from those badges he didn’t like.

This column is the 300th—or 301st—
by Dr.  Wes. Many more to come...  n 

He looked at my ID as 
though I weren’t 58-
years-old and it mattered 
that it might be fake. 

I recently applied for an apartment, 
and the landlord asked for $50 to do 

a “background check.” is that legal? 
May a landlord discriminate in renting 
the apartment based on race?

According to Terrance Keenan, at-
torney at Foster Pepper PLLC, it is 

legal for a landlord to do a background 
check and charge the applicant the cost 
of performing the check. A background 
check may include a credit check, em-
ployment verification, and a criminal 
record check.

A landlord may not charge for the 
cost of obtaining background information 
unless the landlord fi rst notifi es the appli-
cant in writing of (1) what a background 
check entails, (2) the applicant’s right 
to dispute the accuracy of information 
discovered, and (3) the name and address 
of the tenant screening service that the 
landlord employs. Furthermore, a land-
lord may only charge the applicant for the 

actual costs she incurs for the background 
check. For example, if the landlord uses 
a screening service, she may pass on only 
the actual amount charged by the service 
for the background check.

If the landlord conducts the check 
herself instead of hiring a screening ser-
vice, she may charge the applicant for 
the actual costs she incurs to obtain the 
information. These costs might include 
long distance phone charges, mail/copy-
ing fees, and the reasonable cost of the 
landlord’s time spent contacting the 
applicant’s current and prior landlords, 
employers and financial institutions. 
However, the amount that a landlord may 
charge the applicant for such a check 
cannot exceed the normal charges of a lo-
cal screening service, which ranges from 
$25 to $50. If you believe the landlord is 
overcharging for a background check, 
ask the landlord to provide a receipt.

It is against Washington law to discrimi-
nate based on race in the sale or rental of 
property. If you believe that a landlord has 
discriminated against you illegally, contact 
the Washington State Human Rights Com-
mission (“HRC”) to discuss your claim with 
an Intake Offi cer and receive instructions 
on how to fi le a formal complaint. The 
HRC’s phone number is (206) 464-6500, 

and you can complete a Complaint Ques-
tionnaire with the HRC online at www.
hum.wa.gov/CQ. You must fi le a formal 
complaint of housing discrimination within 
one year of the date of the alleged incident 
of discrimination, so contact the HRC well 
in advance of this deadline.

If the discrimination occurred in Se-
attle or unincorporated King County, you 
may contact local agencies to fi le a com-
plaint. Seattle and King County provide 
protection against discrimination to some 
protected classes not covered under state 
law, including tenants who participate in 
the Section 8 program. You can contact 
the County’s Offi ce of Civil Rights at (206) 
296-7592, or the City’s Office for Civil 
Rights at (206) 684-4500. The deadlines 
for fi ling a complaint under these local 
programs may be shorter than the state 
deadline, so you are advised to contact the 
agencies directly for more information.

fri., June 7, 12:26 p.m., Second ave., 
Benaroya Hall. Officers were contacted 
by two witnesses in Westlake Park. Both 
witnesses stated that they had been work-
ing security at their building on Third Ave. 
when they saw the suspect, a transient 
Black male aged 50, cross the street. They 
remembered him from prior contacts, and 
so decided to keep an eye on him. They 
stated that at one point they saw the 
suspect with his pants down, holding his 
penis in his hand. They saw that the man 
was right by a group of  from 15 to 20 kids. 
The witnesses then followed the suspect 
on foot while calling 911. They followed 
him to Westlake Park, where officers took 
over the incident. 

When officers approached the man and 
asked him about the incident, the suspect 
stated that his pants had fallen down be-
cause they are too big for him and he has 
no belt. Officers noticed that the suspect 
appeared to be mentally ill. When asked by 
officers, he stated he was on medication for 
mental illness, but could not elaborate what 
meds they were or for what condition. When 
asked, the witnesses could not definitively 
say if the suspect’s intentions were sexual 
or otherwise. Officers were unable to inter-
view any of the kids that had been outside 
Benaroya Hall. Suspect was investigated 
and released from the scene. 

Mon., July 9, 9 p.m., third ave. Officers 
were on routine patrol when they were 
called to investigate a report of a man 
down on the sidewalk. Seattle Fire Dept. 
(SFD) also responded to the scene. It was 
soon apparent that the victim, a transient 
Hispanic male aged 33, had suffered a 
serious assault, as he was bleeding from 
a large and deep wound to the back of his 
head. He also had a one and a-half inch 
deep stab wound to his left shoulder. Vic-
tim was unconscious and could provide no 
assistance to the officers. Two witnesses 
were on the scene, but were extremely 
vague in their description of the suspect 
and their recounting of the incident. An 
ambulance arrived and transported the 
victim to Harborview Medical Center. Victim 
was accompanied to the hospital by an 
officer, but he was unable to gather any 
further information as the man remained 
unconscious. Officers were back at the 
West Precinct when another witness walked 
in and volunteered to tell officers what had 
happened. The witness described the sus-
pect, and officers immediately recognized 
him as someone they had had contact with 
numerous times before. They were able to 
show the witness a booking photograph 
of the suspect, and the witness stated he 
had no doubt that that was the person he 
had seen commit the assault and robbery. 
He then dictated a detailed account of the 
event. Witness stated he was around 20 to 
30 feet north of the victim, who was either 
passed out or asleep on the sidewalk, lean-
ing up against a lamppost. Witness saw the 
suspect go directly to the victim and punch 
him in the head. Suspect hit the unaware 
victim so hard that his head made a loud 
pop sound as it hit the sidewalk. Victim 
was then dragged along the sidewalk and 
propped against a fence. Suspect then 
stood over the victim and assaulted him 
again by violently shaking him. He went 
through the suspect’s pockets and took 
unknown items. The witness was watching 
this occur when the suspect turned and 
began to advance towards him saying, “Why 
you looking? You don’t like it?” Witness felt 
scared and intimidated and immediately left 
the scene. He proceeded to the Millionair’s 
Club where he had staff call 911, and then 
he walked to the West Precinct to report 
the assault. 
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Case closed?
Dear real Change,

I am writing in response to the interview conducted by 
Robin Lindley with Vincent Bugliosi concerning Bugliosi’s 
new book on the assassination of John F. Kennedy [rC, 
July 25 - 31, 2007.]

There is something profoundly disingenuous about 
Bugliosi and his assertion that his new study of the public 
execution of our 35th President “settles all questions about 
the assassination once and for all.”  Bugliosi himself has 
stated elsewhere that, despite his many years of voluminous 
reading and research, he had not completely covered the 
myriad aspects of this tragic case.  In an article by David 
Mehegan of the Boston Globe (5/28/07) Bugliosi states: “But 
there is no bottom to the Kennedy case.  I would think I 
had covered all the issues, but then I would have to get 20 
more documents from the national archives and make 15 
more phone calls. I got sucked into this abyss and couldn’t 
get out, until my publisher said, ‘Vince, we’re going to 
press.’”  In other words, even though Bugliosi had plenty 
of more ground to cover, his publisher was antsy to get a 
book into print.  

Moreover, Bugliosi is a signatory to a letter that appeared 
recently in the New york review of Books (3/15/07) request-
ing that Allen Weinstein – Archivist of the United States and 
head of the National Archives and Records Administration 
– work to reverse a decision by Judge Richard Leon which 
prevents the release of important CIA documents.  These 
documents pertain to the late veteran operative George 
Joannides who was chief of the CIA’s psychological warfare 
branch in Miami.  In recent years - due to the efforts of the 

Washington Post’s Jefferson Morley - it has come to 
light that Joannides concealed what he knew about 
Lee Harvey Oswald prior to the assassination.  It 
seems that Joannides was running an operation 
designed to connect Oswald with Fidel Castro while 
keeping the CIA’s involvement in this subterfuge com-
pletely hidden.  In addition to Morley and Bugliosi, 
this letter was signed by 18 other individuals includ-
ing G. Robert Blakey (general counsel for the House 
Select Committee on Assassinations), author Don 
DeLillo, historians David Kaiser and Michael Kurtz, 
and filmmaker Oliver Stone.  

Concerning the importance of the Joannides docu-
ments, Jefferson Morley has written:  “What everybody 
from Oliver Stone to Ben Bradlee to Arlen Specter can 
agree on is that the CIA should account for the actions 
of George Joannides in 1963.  As long as it does not, the 
agency is violating the spirit and the letter of the JFK As-
sassinations Records Act [passed by Congress in 1992] 
and the JFK conspiracy question remains open.”

A few years ago, in the pages of real Change I 
reviewed an important book entitled “The Assassina-
tions.”  One of the editors of that work is Lisa Pease.  
Regarding Bugliosi’s new book, Pease states that it “is 
exactly the one-sided treatment he accuses the [Warren 
Commission] critics of writing.”  Furthermore Pease 
argues that she would “be the first to concede that no 
one has yet proved the CIA was involved in the assas-
sination.  But there’s a world of evidence that paints 
direct ties between the CIA and the assassination.”

So Bugliosi is entitled to his opinion about what 
transpired on Nov.22, 1963.  But there is still critical 
evidence that is being deliberately withheld from 
scrutiny and Bugliosi knows this.  And there are many 
other learned and meticulous scholars, researchers, 
and investigators who have spent even more years 
than Bugliosi examining the multiple dimensions of 
this sordid case who have concluded that the con-
spiracy thesis is a valid one.

One last comment for what it’s worth. In 1963, the 
Olympic rifle champion was a man named Hubert 
Hammerer.  Hammerer admitted that it was highly un-
likely that he himself could have performed the deadly 
marksmanship attributed to Lee Harvey Oswald, the 
alleged lone assassin of John F. Kennedy.

Joe Martin
Seattle, WA

I beg to differ
Dear real Change,

Everyone should welcome the great hype and fanfare 
accorded Vincent Bugliosi’s fat book accusing Oswald 
of killing JFK.  It is an opportunity to use this trashy 
rehash of the Warren Report to teach young people 
the lies and tactics to which Bugliosi has permanently 
given his name.

As customers, we are again supposed to be awed 
that the junk on sale weighs five pounds, that two 
magic bullets — one that makes a variety of broken 
bones in two men but emerges unscathed, one that 
drives a man’s head violently backwards when fired 
from the rear — are not alarming or suggestive of 
a miscarriage.

Bugsi claims that Oswald alone fled the 
scene.  Perhaps he hasn’t considered the possibil-
ity that Oswald simply went home.  Bugsi claims 
that every cop in Dallas knew Oswald killed 
Kennedy.  How would they “know” this other than 
perhaps word of mouth? Perhaps he’s never heard 
of Roger Craig, the Sheriff’s Deputy who saw oth-
ers most definitely fleeing the scene and who was 
silenced for doubting Oswald’s guilt, or of the 
many witnesses on hand who saw a sniper in the 
Grassy Knoll.  

On Jack Ruby, he contends a strip joint owner in 
1950’s Dallas has no ties to organized crime?  Is he 
joking?  Does he describe Ruby’s weird testimony or 
his own repudiation of the myth that he shot Oswald 
out of love for Kennedy?  Nowhere.

He claims Kennedy’s head goes forward, 
imperceptibly.  Is he aware that Secret Service-
man Greer had just stepped on the brakes of the 
limousine, or just not telling what he knows?  He 
says the debris goes forward.  Has he noted that 
Jackie climbs onto the rear hood picking up pieces 
of JFK’s skull?  Note the motion and behavior of 
her hands in the final frames of the Zapruder film if 
you doubt me. 

Men like Vincent Bugliosi are fighting a war of 
attrition, hoping their superior media firepower and 
the weight of their stale tomes will wear us out.

Mac Crary
Seattle, WA

the stabbing occurred, only to see the injured staff 
member being taken out of the building.

Inside, after the staff was debriefed, Joyner says 
that 40 or so clients were then called together by 
staff, to discuss the incident. “There we sat, with 
all these thoughts,” recalls Joyner. “If we’ve been 
abused, it brings back traumatic experiences.”

During the meeting, Joyner says one client asked 
why there wasn’t a metal detector at the front door. 
She says the client was told that the device is on 
Angeline’s “wish list.”

Mills concedes that there is no metal detector 
on site.

Joyner says that in the days that have followed, 
the clients have been nervous. The area where the 
stabbing took place — referred to as the personal 
care center, with its three showers, two changing 
rooms and laundry area — is only monitored by one 
staff member at a time. Joyner says she thinks the 
area should be staffed by at least one more person. 
“What I’m seeking is changes within that place,” 
she says.

Changes are being evaluated, says Mills, for the 
safety of clients and staff. She says that currently 
everyone has to be buzzed in. An outside intercom 
requires all who enter to talk to someone at the front 
desk first. Along with these measures, she says there 
are internal and external cameras on-site, as well 
as security officers. No camera is installed near the 
showers, she says.

Mills says that the facility is always looking to 
de-escalate situations before they occur. Part of 
that comes, she suggests, from the people who step 
into Angeline’s. “We really do rely on the clients to 
maintain a safe environment,” she says.

Recalling the alleged stabber, Joyner says that 
she often saw her sitting in front of the fireplace, 
knitting. She says she’d never seen her become vio-
lent, or even sensed it. But now, in the wake of the 
stabbing and the increased tension that’s followed, 
she says she remains upset. And wonders about 
safety at Angeline’s. “This [incident] is just more 
anger that is sitting there,” says Joyner, “that’s going 
to trigger someone the next time.”  n

ANGELINE’S, Continued from Page 7
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ARCTIC, Continued from Page 7

they need to know in order to be on 
their own. 

the bear we see in the film at some 
point is desperately hungry. So why 
are you comfortable? Would the bear 
prefer the walrus? i would think that 
you’d be in danger.

Definitely. I’m usually the skinniest of 
our crew, so (laugh) I’d probably be the 
last one they’d want to eat. We brought 
rifles with us. “I can commune with the 
bears,” it’s not like that. But we, we take 
a lot of different types of protection so 
we can scare the bear. There’s a kind of 
thing where then the bear knows we’re 
there and relaxes and carries on.

So, at the end, we see their environ-
ment melting away. How did you get 
the shot of the walruses struggling on 
that piece of ice?

So there’s ice year-round, except in 
July and you usually would have about a 
three-week to four-week period of open 
water where there’s no frozen sheets 
but there’s a bunch of chunks floating 

around. And that’s when we filmed the 
walruses on these dwindling pans. They 
would prefer to be on the ice. The ice also 
helps [offer] protection. They’re safer 
because it floats around. They’re less vul-
nerable than [on] something that’s static 
like a rock. That’s how they float around 
to different clam beds. The current takes 

them to different areas. Eventually they 
gotta leave cause there’s too many of 
them, and the ice gets too small.

is this an overly anthropomorphic rep-
resentation of these animals? 

I don’t think so. All animals have per-
sonality. For example, when the brother 
bear dies (from starvation). That was 
sort of this remarkably emotional event 
of the animal dying. But then the surprise 
was Nanu (the sister bear) licking her 
mother. That was undeniably sort of a 

compassionate mature sort of act. And 
that’s what we try to do: be authentic as 
possible with our footage. And I think we 
are all part of the animal kingdom, we are 
a lot more similar than we think. 

When did that (the environment) be-
come part of the film?

Sarah and I really always felt an obli-
gation and responsibility to tell the truth 
of what was happening. We wanted to in-
spire people emotionally about struggles 
that these animals go through, celebrate 
the real qualities of these animals. We’re 

If they [the animals] can go beyond what their 
parents taught them and change the way they live 
or adapt, why can’t we? Why can’t we make the 
subtle changes in our lives to combat this current 
era of climate change?

saying if they [the animals] can go be-
yond what their parents taught them and 
change the way they live or adapt, why 
can’t we? Why can’t we make the subtle 
changes in our lives to combat this cur-
rent era of climate change?

What do you think people are going to 
walk out with?

I had a friend watch this film. His sons 
were with him. The next day they went 
with their mother, berry picking. And 
the one son, the one kid, said, “Let’s go 
walk to go pick berries.” The other kid 
said, “Ah, I am tired, let’s take the car.” 
And his brother said, “We can’t take the 
car because if we took the car we won’t 
be able to save the polar bears.” People 
come away inspired by these animals and 
amazed by them. n

arctic tale opens at theaters Aug 3.

Afghan Girl

they finally found you
after 17 years
You were surprised
your picture had created any interest
it was good, you said, if it had served
as an inspiration to others
though you expressed mostly shame
with regards to your tattered cloak
you wear such a fine purple burka now

When that same photographer found you
you could only look at his lense
Those once fiery eyes
no longer held any spark
they had grown blunt and stupid

So, you can write your name and recite
several passages from the koran
lucky you

After 17 years
no one could have hoped to have found that green-eyed girl
that wild-eyed orphan with so much hate and passion
I could have loved that girl
but this woman
this dull metamorphosis
mother of two
with a couple of goats and a vegetable patch
and a husband who drained the gold from those sea-green eyes . . . 
well, you’re as haggard as your country now
born unto your fate
perhaps as it was written
despite that moment
when the National Geographic guy
captured something dangerous and true
fierce, beautiful
fleeting

—larry Crist
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This Week’s Top Picks
Calendar

Calendar compiled by Ariel Snyder.  
Have a suggestion for an event?  
Email it to calendar@realchangenews.

CLASSIFIEDS

Reach 30,000 loyal readers 

Call (206) 441-3247, or email  
classified@realchangenews.org

case Manager/employment 
& training Specialist assists 
clients with workplace readiness 
and provides job placement. 
Knowledge of employment. See 
www.ywcaworks.org. FT, $15.50/
hr+bens. Apply: D. Broach - CJI, 
2024 Third Ave, Seattle, WA 
98121, or hr@ywcaworks.org.

administrative Specialist pro-
vides a broad range of admin-
istrative support to the YWCA 
Health Access department. 
See www.ywcaworks.org. FT, 
$15/hr, DOE + bens. Apply 
hr@ywcaworks.org.  

www.realchangenews.org/volunteer.html.

Want to help create positive social change?

You can always volunteer at Real Change.  

A few hours a week can make a big difference.  

To learn more, visit our website:  

With its opening night Fri., Aug. 3, Prayer for My Enemy explores the connection between 
two long-separated childhood friends, Tad (James McMenamin) and Billy (Daniel Zaitchik), 
who are unexpectedly reunited the day before Billy leaves for his first tour of duty in Iraq. A 
portrait of American family and a portrait of America. Intiman Playhouse, 201 Mercer Street 
at Seattle Center. Runs through Aug. 26. Tickets are available for purchase from www.intiman.
org, by calling (206) 269-1900, or in person at the Ticket Office, 201 Mercer St. at Seattle 
Center. Photo courtesy Intiman Playhouse

Thursday, 8/2
Special exhibit by artists rebuilding Missis-
sippi. Safeco is proud to present an exhibit of 
five remarkable artists from the Gulf Coast of 
Mississippi: Randy Hayes, Lori Gordon, Jorge 
Lovato, Lee Renninger, and Jeff Schmuki. 
Through their art they have documented the 
changing landscapes of their hometowns to 
reveal the beauty and inspiration that can sur-
face from disaster.  4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Safeco 
Center, 1191 Second Ave. at Seneca St.

city council candidates’ forum on Growth 
& development. Unprecedented growth in 
Seattle will define our communities for the 
future. Who benefits and who pays under 
the current development and zoning laws? 
Join us to ask candidates about quality jobs, 
affordable housing, environmental sustain-
ability, improved transit, preservation of small 
businesses, and displacement of low-income 
communities of color. Light refreshments, 
children welcome. Interpretation provided in 
Spanish, Somali, Tigrinya and Vietnamese. 
6 p.m. Yesler Terrace Community Center, 
917 E. Yesler Way, Seattle. Info: Elana Dix, 
SAGE, 206-568-5000, or pugetsoundsage@
gmail.com

Saturday & Sunday, 8/4-5
celebrate cultures of the arab World. From 
the strong, spiced coffee offered as a wel-
come to guests to Makloubeh, a dish of rice, 
chicken and fried cauliflower, the event is an 
introduction for the taste buds as well as 
the eyes and ears. Listen to Middle Eastern 
music both modern and traditional as well 
as Arabic rap, which blends music from the 
American streets with the social issues of 
modern Arabs. Noon to 7 p.m., Center House 
and the Fisher Pavilion at Seattle Center. Info: 
www.seattlecenter.com/festal

Saturday, 8/4 
Pirates of the Health care-ibbean. A March 
& Rally for Healthcare Justice. Regence Blue 
Shield has amassed over $890 million in ex-
cess surplus, an increase of 78 percent since 
2003. But apparently it’s not enough to satisfy 
a greedy appetite for our premium dollars. In 
July, Regence is shocking policy holders with 

a massive rate increase of 19 percent - and 
up to 40 percent for the elderly. 9 a.m. Begin 
at Seattle University, 10th Ave. and Madison 
St. March to Regence Headquarters, Ninth 
Ave. and Howell St. Sponsored by Washington 
CAN! and the Northwest Federation of Com-
munity Organizations. Info: 206-389-0050 
x109 or diana@washingtoncan.org.

Monday, 8/6
From Hiroshima to Hope annual Lantern 
floating ceremony to commemorate the 
victims of the Aug 6, 1945 bombing of Hiro-
shim, and of other acts of violence. Lantern 
ceremony and launching at dusk at Greenlake. 
Gathering and lantern preparation starts at 
6:30 p.m., musical entertainment 7 p.m., 
program 8 p.m.  ASL interpreted. Sponsored 
by Wing Luke Asian Museum, Washington 
Physicians for Social Responsibility, Seattle 
FOR, and others. To volunteer with set-up, 
clean-up, or other activities, please contact 
nancyd@wpsr.org or Frank Jones franklaura@
seanet.com or (206) 329-7444.

Thursday, 8/9
the cultural revolution and reflections on 
contemporary chinese art. Sent to cultivate 
the hinterland during the Cultural Revolution 
(1966 to 1976), Professor Gu Xiong provides 
a personal account of his experiences dur-
ing this turbulent and traumatic period of 
modern Chinese history. He will discuss how 
his hope and frustration are reconciled and 
vented in his sketchbooks, which approaches 
the Cultural Revolution from personal, his-
torical and political perspectives, and how 
that experience continues to affect Chinese 
contemporary artists up to now. 7 p.m. to  
9 p.m., Seattle Asian Art Museum, Stimson 
Auditorium, Info: (206) 654-3121 or www.
seattleartmuseum.org.


